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Calumny Refuted.
MnrniANTowK, Virginia, |

A|iril aj, issa. /
To llii: People uj Munongtiliu Calmly:

Suveral weeks turn, wlivn it was

-supposed that tlie election of County
officiiI'd would Hike ptuce during this
present month, I issued a Circular,
announcing myself as a candidate for
the ofiico of County Court Clerk, al¬
lowing my determination to let the
people decide fiir themselves without
dictation, and without harassing them
by personal solicitations, believing
that stich n course would be most res¬

pectful to the Voters, and most conso¬

nant with true republican propriety.
I tun sony that any necessity has u-

rison for it departure from this course.

Hut a foul and infamous calumny, in¬
juriously ult'ecting my private tnnral
character, hatched on the evo of the
election for tho purpose of defeating
me, requites that I should, in vindica¬
tion ofmy reputation, as an honorable
man, rofitte it. 1 take this method of
doing so openly, through the public
press; and 1 shall also avail myself
of every possible private interview
with my fellow-citizens, to disabuse
their minds of tho unfavorable im¬

pressions which shull have been crea¬

ted thero by tho falsehood alluded to.

The clwirgo, as it has been reported
to me, is as follows:

That I made an unconditional gill
of a horse to Mr. Joseph Spencer.
that after said Spencer had been at

much expense in endeavoring to cure

said horse of lameness, feecKtig him
one Or rnoro stacks of Imy, a gre:i!
deal of oats, &a., lie., I took tho said
horse, or authorized him to be taken
away from said Spencer, nt a time
when ho needed him most; thereby
oppressing Mr. Spencer as a poor
man; causing him to be injured rather
than benefitted by the gift, &c. &c.
Who invented this calumny, I can¬

not tell. Tho purpose for which it
Was invented none can be at a loss to

determino. But I pronounce it to bo
false; 1 have ^ood reason to believe
that certain individuals are industri¬
ously circulating it knowing it to bo
false.
The facts are these:.1 had an old

and favorite horse, which became
lamed, so thfit 1 determined not to uso

him any more. Mr. Spencer culled
on me to purchase said liorse from inc.

I declined to sell him, expressly in¬

forming Mr. Spencer that no amount
of money could buy him.thub ho had
boon a faithful and favorite animal.
that nothing could induce mo to part
with him. Shortly afterwards, Mr.

Spencer, in company with Mr. Alex¬
ander Hayes, called oh me again, to

purchase the horse. I again refused,
alleging the same reasons us itfiire-
s iid in the refusal. Mr. Hayos then in¬
formed mo tlint Mr. Spencer was a

very careful liand with a horse.that
if J would let Mr. Spencer have the

hone to put in and cultivate a little

piece ofcorn which he wanted to raise,
ho luid no diftlht that he would use

him gently and kindly, without alius-

U» still renminbi in the possession 01
Mr. Spoilcor in January, 1851, when 1
ivont to ihe Convoiiliun. When 1
eiwno home in .Inly lust 1 found the
horse in possession of a lady, living
iiear Morgautnwn, who for the advan¬
tage of n gentle horse to riilo to town
mill to send to mill, had undertaken tc
keep him. He had been placed there
by my family in my absence, without
my knowledge or agency. But find¬
ing the old home in easy and com¬
fortable quartern, I ratified the ar¬

rangement. Thus Mr. Spencer l.ail
the use of this horse for upwards ot a

year without charge, although he on-

|y asked him to raise his little crop of
corn. 1 never gave the horse to Mr.
Spencer. 1 loaned him to plough hie
corn ; when no man, able, to pay it,
could have hired him for ten dollars
per day. 1 did this from the purest
motives of benevolence-prompted
solely bv a desire to assist Mr. Spen¬
cer in his distresses. And now, men
whose hearts never ielt a throb ol
genuine sympathy for the poor man.
Snd who, perhaps, during a ble of CO
years, never expended ten dollars to

relievo the wants of the needy, are

denouncing me us a monster ot cruel¬
ty and inhumanity.men, who, in an
their lives, never gave Mr. ^Pcn®°''a
cent, much less a horse. But fortu-
nately. 1 am able to disappoint these
amiable and disinterested gentlemen.
I can furnish proofof all the essential
facts above stated, as the certificates at
the conclusion of this article will shew.

F,llate-Citizen*: Although (should
|,e gratified by your suffrages for the
office for which I am a candidate, yet
1 prize vour personal esteem, and an

unblemished character, much more

if there is anything which I hearti j
despise, it is meanness,--especia y
that kind of meanness that would
prompt men to oppress the poor, u
Ibere is a trail of character that 1 hear¬
tily admire, it is a generous, liberal
and benevolent disposition to relieve
the distressed, defend the unprotect¬
ed and administer to the wauls of the
needy. Whether my conduct lmscor-
rcsponded with such a standard ot
character, it may not become ino to

say. If any are in ignorance in re¬

gard lo this matter, let them app y to

my neighbors, who know me, and are

acquainted with my character and
conduct, and with any relation ma)
sustain to aiecharitabU^ti. public a
terprisPs of the day. 1 will cheerful¬
ly abide their decision. But1 hope I
may bo allowed to ask.(and I do so

with unaffected reluctance)-whei. did
distress ever present itself in the
Clerk's office, and not receive my
mite of relief ! When did the poor
man, unable to employ an attorney,
ask advice that 1 did not give itlroov,
if it was in my power 1 Hon many
times has Mr. Spencer llltn3^f r^ceived gratuities from me, i llhei )
himself, or through his friends! And
yet, on the eve of the election, when
'it was hoped that time for contradic¬
tion would not be aflorded, this base
and unfounded charge of oppressing
Mr. Spencer, has been spread abroad
as I understand, through every nook
mid corner ofthe county.
When accused in one ol the numer¬

ous circulars recently published, <>f
belli" engaged in "swindling on a>scafe," Let il pass ; ~
was made in reference to my publi
character as clerk. I knew ilia #

knew it lo be false..therefore, I Ictt
i, ,o run out its short course It soon

A

:SM"-tS.^be
liiiirn aiuw

most iiic«>ntrovert 1 n 1 c.
l-ellow-citizeiis: 1 have one woM

to say. ill conclusion, respecting this5
i- .. «ivindliii"." ^on know! ,:;;Sthore Zteething of the

kiiid, either " b'ran.l" or smnll in t io

those who are so liberal In preferring
tliu charge of such a inisdemeiinoi, to

1, in the Clerk's Office, 1 have su-

; imI and performed its dutios iny-^r-t»mcll all its responsibilities,
-ejected every overture for spcciila-

,- . iVoin all quarters,.confined m>-

SSasssaftSK

Slatmrnt uj" Mr. I/".'/".
Morgaiitown. Virginia. I

April 21th, 1Su2. f
lime apo, 1 think in the year

IS... Mr. Joseph Spencer cnllul on

aid him in prevailing with Mr-
V T Willrv.to let htm h»ve a let

luiii Iiihw. owned bv .aid \\.lh-},l»

forming me at 1lie same time, that suit
Vvilley seemed to lie afraid (hut lit
(Spencer) would not use the hors<

kjndly. X went to Mr. Willey wit]
Mr. Spencer. Mr. Willey refund tc
sell the horse for any price, alloginc
that althongh the herse was old am

lame, no money could buy him; be
cause lie had been a favorite and faith
ful animal, and he considered himself
bound to seo that ho was used kindh
i1""' B"t on my assurinc

'

II
y ,at Spcncer was ar

excellent person to take care of c

horse ; and undertaking that lie wouli
treat the horse kindly, feed him well
and not abuse him, Mr. Willey agreeci
to lot Mr. Spencer have the use ofthe
horse to plough in a littlo cornfield,

II y! flru" Spen<*er was ciilrivnfine;
but Mr. Willey was lo have thehoisi!

j whenever ho wanted him, or called
I for lum, or words to that effect.

Alexa.nukk Hires.
Other gentlemen (somo of whom

voluntarily furnished mo with written
statements) informed mo, that about
iho timo of the original transaction,
Mr. Spencer had related llio all'uir lo

(lion substantially as Mr. Hayes lias
stated it. It occurred to mo that the
misrepresentation in circulation as a-

laresaid, might not have originated
with Mr. Spencer. I therefore sent
for Mr. Spencer, and after a confer¬
ence with him, he gavo to a mutual
friend the following certificate, which
render the publication of any other
unnecessary.

Mr. Sjirnccr'i Certificate.
Morgantown, Virginia, (

April 24, 1S52. /
In the year 1S50, I think, a certain

horse I then had, died, nnd I wanted
to get another in somo way, as I was
not able to buy one. I had a large
family to support, and I called on Mr.
Willey to get the use of his homo.
Willey was afraid that I would not
treat his horse well, and Alexander
Hayes went my security that I would
take good care of the horse, ar.d he

J (Hayes) made the arrangement about
the horse for me, wilh Air. Willey.

I Mr. Willey neither gave me the horse,
nor loaned him, and at any time he

J called on me for the horse, or sent

j an order for the horse, I would
have sent the horse homo, or given
him up. 1 do not know how 1 was to

have the horse, as Hayes made the ar¬

rangement with 'Willey, andthon Wil-
ley told me to take the horse.

I have heard Hayes's statement a-

j bout the horse, read to me, and 1 en¬

dorse it fully, with this remark, that I

j do not recollect anything said as to

flow the horse was to be given up.

j I never felt myself authorized to

swap or sell the liorso, and hence 1
I refused to do either with John F.
Cooper, as he states. If I had taken
the liorso to Hampshire county, anil
swapped him off, or sold him, or taken

| him anywhere elso and swapped or

J sold him, I consider that Mr. Willey
I could have gone and taken him from
the person I had swapped or sold him
to. I haro always considered Mr.
Willey a friend of mine,as much now
as over, and 1 havo no doubt that I
will support him for clerk.

JOSKl'lI Sl-E.VCEtt.
Attest: I/. S. Houcn.

|For the Mirror.
"Home, sweet Home."

I.aurel l'oint, J o., April 3<1, 1S52.
Mr. Editor,.

There is something so sweet

¦nml cnchanting about the ijniet spot
of homo, that it is to me the dearest

spot on earth. While wandering a-

broad 1 seem to hear a soothing voice

within me, telling me to return again
to the home of my youth, and to the

dear onos of the family oircle, whore

I* can best enjoy the precious gilts
which God has bestowed upon mo.

1 can lieai thoughtless hoys say, "Any
place lor me but home." Some will

rove about at night, through darknoss
and storms, or lounge iu the murky,
loathsome bar-room, rather than take
his proper place in the family circle.
Iiow much better it would look to see

j these hoys at church, than to set) these
'habits continually growing around us!
How necessary that theso young men

turn from their sinful ways! "Now
is the accepted lime, behold now is

the day of salvation ; to-day, if you

J will hear his voice, harden not your
hearts."

J How ck'> ghtful must it bo to the
father and mother to see their children
sitting contentedly around the family
hearth, and cultivating the domestic
virtues!

'. Home, sited home,
He il ever to homely, there's no piace like

home. 11. 0. 0.

The population ol the world is esti¬
mated at tiiue hundred and lixty mil¬
lions.

miscellaneous.
HINTS TO TOUNG WRITERS.

By a Rrcy-IIalrcd Man.

Avoid iomba.it. Large words are
no eviilenco of a smart writer. If a

storm is rolling up in the western hor¬
izon, endeavor to say so. Do not be-
gin by stating that the sable folds ol
the distant clouds portond the gather¬
ing of an awful desolation throughoul
the boundless expanse of ether and
over tho widely undulating plains ol
tile mundane sphere below. This
may sound musical enough to your
ear, because of the superfluity of ad¬
jectives; but it will engender disgust
in the mind of every reader who has
the least spark of literary taste.

A writer wns once describing the
glories of sunset. He commenced
somewhat as follows: And now the
golden chnrioter of day began to close
his bright career ndown the crimson
curtains of the hesperian world..
Anon, Vermillion beauties burst upon
the wondering view of the anxious be¬
holder, till the deeper shades of the
darkling night forewarned tho ap¬
proach of a heavier gloom. This is a
fair specimen of the style of a certain
class of writers, who have no concep¬
tion of the properties of language..
Could any thing be more ridiculous 1
'or could any thing more effectually
prove the incompetency ol such indi¬
viduals to write, with even tolerable
precision, five solitary sentences in
the English language? An orator
was about closing a long, dull speech,
when tho following sentence escaped
his lips: " Thus cursorily having con¬

summated my exordium, and been
fully elaborate in my exegesis, I shall
vividly approximate to an end."
Avoid the servile imitation of any

author whatever. 1 n the effort to copy
the excellencies of a great man you
will be almost certain to copy his de¬
fects. Alexander pretended to a great
admiration of Achilles, and said ho
followed the footsteps of his master!
but the only thing of which he copied
was his tying to his chariot-wheels
some poor captive, and dragging him
through the streets of the city. Pla¬
giarism leads into very bad habits..
It makes one rely upon somebody
else when he ought to be relying on

himself. "Iis"tondency invariably is
to hamper genius and destroy origi¬
nality of thought. Better altogether
to have n few things of your own,
though only possessed of moderate
merit, than to shine in borrowed
plumes,that must eventually betray
you. The man who is desirous of
making a straight line with his plow
across a field, will receive very little
benefit in his operations by looking
backward and watching the operations
of another man. And tho writer,
young or old, who must always have
an eye to the fine flashes and pert
phrases of somo great author, will
find, in his efforts to copy theso, that
he is wandering from the right path,
and injuring seriously his own mind.
Keep clear, then, of imitation. Road
the best authors, and study carefully
their style. Compare your own style
with theirs; see wliero your defect
lies. Remedy this when possible;
but never attempt a redemption of
your character by plundering and ap¬
propriating to your own use things
which have no relation to you, and
which are the private property of
some one who is illy qualified to lose
them.

1}c careful in your selection of a sub¬
ject. There arc somo things which
"you may be ablo to discuss with tolor-
able success, and there are other
tilings which you can no more render
interesting tlian you can draw fuo
from the moon. See that you do not
fall into the error of imagining your¬
self qualified to write on any thing
and every thing, and thus render your-
solf ridiculous in the eyes of all your
readers. That is a fine sentimhnt of
Horace, translated by Francis, which
every one attempting to be a writer
should observe.
" Examine well, ye writers, weigh with

care,
What suits your genius,what your strength

run bear."
As n further explanation of my mean-

ing, would say, never write on a

subject which involves metaphysical
principles in its discussion, and which
ne|ther yourself nor your renders will
l>e likely to well understand. Some¬
times a youth of fuir talent, hut limit¬
ed experience and education, ussumes
the prerogative of writing on a topic
of wide and nlmost universal extent
.literature,forinstance.and expects,
becnuse of fts general nature, to find
great ease in writing upon it. Such
attempts, however, ore nothing but
failures. They prove most conclu¬
sively that none but a mind of pro¬
found and universal research can pro¬
perly treat a subject whosenature and
parts belong to all ages and times..
Narratives of a simple naturo, simply
written, would tend u hundred fold

,moro to your improvement than all
the metaphysics you could gather to¬

gether in a lifetime. Letter-writing,
too, conducted with care, will torn]
greatly to improve your stylo, give
tone to your thoughts, and elegaucc
to your composition generally.

Never wile poetry. By this I mean
do not bo caught jingling the final
syllables of words in lines that reac'r
three-fourths of the way across a shoel
of foolscap. This is a very commor
but a very unprofitable practice. Il
makes one believe he has inspiration
from some Grecian goddess, wliilo h<
has nothing, in fuct, but the inspira
jtionof his own folly. Much bettei
would it be for you to sit in the chitn
ney-cornor, listening to the crickets
than to waste your time in spinning
out verses. The dolusion once fas-
tencd to you that you aro a poet, and
must write poetry, will spoil you, I
was about to say forever, but will re¬

call that by saying, that it will spoil
you for all sensible writing for at least
six full years. Do not, then, as you
value your own reputation and the
feelings of your friends, spend ink and
paper in scribbling vcrseB that have
nothingbut their rhyme to recommend
them to favor.

In writing for a newspaper, avoid,
by all means, such flourishes as "your
excellent and invaluable paper," your
high and commendable course of ac¬

tion," &c. You cannot accomplish
much in this way; for editors usually
have a fair conception of the naturoof
thoir own papers, and will give you
no thanks for your pretended adula¬
tion. When you have finished your
manuscript, go over it carefully, and
see if there are notsome words or sen¬

tences which might be left out. If
ihere aro, out with them. Expunge,
modify, and cut down, till everything
is straight. A half column of good,
practical common sonso hasten chan¬
ces for insertion whero two or three
columns of learned nonsense would
have no chance at all. Be exceeding¬
ly caaeful about saying that you have
written in great haste, and hopo the
editor will be so kind as to correct,
etc. He will bo so kind, rest assured,
as to correct, and the way he will do
it will be by putting your manuscript
quietly into the fire. If you have
some facts or incidents to communi¬
cate, an editor will be grateful for
them though you writo with a pudding
stick but if you design an essay or

an effort at logic, for the sake of true
honor, do it up right, instead of lean¬
ing on him for help.

Stud;/ brevity. This is the last cau¬
tion I have to givojust now. Observe
it. Strike ou t at once into your subject.
Let introductions and explanations go
to to the four winds. People, in gen¬
eral care nothing about them. Long,
tedious, drawling, hum-(lrnm discus¬
sions on some equally dull subject will
bo pretty sure to leave your article
Unread.

'

Verbosity is bad enough any¬
where, but in a public writer it is in¬
sufferable. When in the spirit, write
spiritedly; and when through with
your piece, stop. Do not go over the
world again to see whether you have
caught up everything in your way,
and held it up for the inspection and
contemplation of your reader; for,
while you are doing this, ho will moro
than probably become impatient with
your prolixity, or laugh at your child¬
ishness and folly.
We take the following extract from

an editorial in the New York Tribune
ol Saturday. It is drawn with a bold
pencil.
"The Congressman lias bawled him¬

self hoarse on the stump in behalf of're-
Irenchment and reform;' but be reaches
Washington and sees millions going this
way, and other millions that, at a dish
ol the pen; and his eight dollars per
day, which looked so inviting in the
prospect, dwindles, in full viewol these
dazzling realities, into a pittance which
he would be ashamed to keep his dog
on. So he begins by overcharging his
mileage by some magnificent circum¬
bendibus ; next votes himself a cart load
ol books, which he often sells at a ruin¬
ous shave, (but he pockets the proceeds
and Unclt Sam the loss:) and now he is
ready for jobbing in contracts, in claims,
and dabbles in all manner of miscella¬
neous corruption, whereby the expen¬
ditures are swelled, and the treasury de¬

pleted. So up go the appropriations to
an enormous figure, but no body is to
blame for it. Party hacks try to make
parly capitol out of it, and the pot ap¬
plies unseeming epilets to the kettle;
new domagogues contrive to supplant
some of the old ones, and fall to realizing
jEsop's fable ofthe fox and the lilies: sc

nothing comes of this 'withering «xpose
and Ilia*. Iremendious castigation, but in.
finite confusion, wrankling and emptj
noise, at all events no retrenchment, bu
rather increased extravagance, wast<
and speculatioa."
The Temperance lolks of Rochestei

alk ol starting a daily paper in that ci¬
ty. They seem inclined to do a littli
effectual "spirit rappings."

inmoKTALixr.

Iir M A S B I L L 0 N .

If wo wholly perish with the body,
what an imposture is this whole sys¬
tem of laws, manners and usages, on

which human society is founded !.
If wo wholly perish with the body,
these maxims of charity, patience,
ship, which sagos have taught and
good men liavs practised, what aro

they but empty words, possessing no

real, binding efficacyWhy should
we hood them if in this life only we

have hope 1 Speak not of duty. What
can wo owo to the dead, to the living,
to ourselves, if all are, of will bo no-

thing? Who shall dictate our duty,
if not onr own pleasures.if not our

own passions ? Speak not of mortal¬
ity. It is a mero chimera, a bugbear
of human invention, if retribution tor-
minate with the grave.

If wo must wholly perish, what to
us are the sweet ties of kindred 1
what the tondornames ofparent,child,
sister, brother, husband, wife, or

friend 7 The characters of a drama
are not more illusive. We have no

ancestors, no descendants ; since suc¬

cession cannot be predicated of no¬

thingness. Would we honor the il¬
lustrious dead 1 How absurd to hon¬
or that which has no existence !.
Would we take thought for posterity ?
How frivolous to concern ourselves
for those whoso end, like our own,
must soon be annihilation I Have we

made a promiso ? How can it bind
nothing to nothing 1 Perjury is but a

jest. Tho last injunctions of the dy¬
ing.what sanctity have they, more

than the last sound of a chord that is
snapped, of an instrument that is bro¬
ken I
To sum up all: If we must wholly

perish, then is obedience to the laws
bat an insensate servitude ; rulers and
magistrates are but the pliantomB
which popular imbecility has raised
up; justice is an unwarrantable in-
fringement upon tho liberty ofmen.
an imposition, a usurpation ; the law
ofmarriage is a vain scruple; modes¬
ty, a prejudice; honor and probity,
such stun as drums are made of; and
incests, murdete, parricides, tho most
heartless cruelties, and the blackest
crimes, are but the legitimate sports
of man's irresponsible nature; while
the harsh epithots attached to them
are meroly such as tho policy oflegis¬
lators has invented and imposed on

tho credulity of the people.
Here is the issue to which thevaunt-

ed philosophy of unbelievers and
scoffers must inevitably lead I Here
is that social felicity, that sway of rea¬

son, that emancipation from error, of
which they eternally prate, as the fruit
of their doctrines! Accept their max¬
ims, and the whole world falls back
into a frightful chaos; and all the re¬

lations of life are confounded; and all
ideas of vice and virtue are reversed;
and the most inviolable laws of socio-
ty vanish; and all moral discipline
perishes; and the government of
states and nations has no longer any
cement to uphold it; and all the har¬
mony of the body politic becomes dis¬
cord ; and the human race is no more

than an assemblage of reckless barba¬
rians, shameless, remorseless, brutal,
denaturalized, with no other law than
force, no other check than passion, no

other bond than irroligion, no other
God than self! Such would be the
world which impiety would make..
Such would be tills world, were a be¬
lief in God and immortality to dio out
of the human heart.

justice, honor, gratitude

The Swiss Kifi.k.Tlio following
description of this weapon wo find in
the London Morning Chronicle:
The weapon weighs only 9| pounds.

.The bore is very small. Uhe ball
weighs only 255 grains, hardly ono

third as much as that of the minnie
rilte, tapering to a point, and nearly
an inch in length. As for the range
of the swiss rifle, wo need only men¬

tion, that, at the distance of 1,000 pa¬
ces, 1G0 balls(liredfrom a rest) struck
a targutof eight feet six incites square,
nud penetrated three planks of deal,
placed ono inch asunder,-besides pas¬
sed half way through a fourth.

Another Heavv California Swin¬
dle..The steamer William Penn,
which arrived On Wednesday morning
last, brought lo this cily a large number
of individuals who had, in February
last puichased through tickets for pai-
sages to California from a firm known
us A. ft. Pride & Co., having offices at
.No.7 Wall Street, 21 Couitlandl, and
No 3 Broadstreet, which tickets proved
to be fraudulent and woftlilras.

nio political complexion of the ci¬
ty of Cincinnati may ho judged from
tlio recent election of Coimcilmen,
which resulted Democrats 2S, Whigs
20.

St. Louis on the otherhand appears
to ho strong whig, having elected n

whig Mayor, and four out of five city
officers.

cultural
Garden Manures.

Frequent com plain in are made by
who are limited in their gardening ca¬
tions, lliat whatever manure* tb< / do I.

ply to their gardens, burn up their cr

when the heat of summer cornea on. \

have felt this inconvenience tr.?j
looking around to find a remedy Iiave c

to the conclusion that whenevt*; a

requires active stimulating manures, t

should be applied in tht fall or winter;
this way, rank stable manure may be r ..

plied and spaded, or plowed under imu.
diately. It will have become by spri.
the proper food of [fonts, and as all m~

nures leach upwards the surface soil wiii
be in fine condition for the growth of veg¬
etables j whsreos if the manure is applied
at planting time, especially the crude ma¬

nures generally applied here, just as the

vegetables are most required, they are fired
by the action of the sun on the manure|
and the gardener is mortifitd to find his
lat?or and money thrown away..Whatev¬
er manures are applied in the spring,
should be well rotted or of a cooling nature ?

'There are many families that annually
waste a barrel or two of leached asii-..-
when had it been applied to the garde;.
patch they would have had "early york..'
as well as their neighbors. The soap suJ?
from the wash tub is a manure that
be applied with safety, and with profit i.i
the spring, and yet how few ever Gse them
except to enrich the earth around their
kitchens, &nd make loathsome uind.'iolos,
when ptrfumed flowers, luscious fruitF,
and mammoth vegetable*, might have
been made by them.
We do not yet properly appreciate the

value of a good garden. The bearing
that it has upon the happiness and health
of a family, is plainly perceptible whenev¬
er we find a well conducted garden ; liow
highly important then that we should un¬

derstand the proper food of plants. lie
would certainly be a mad physician who
would give his fevered patients stimulants
to raise the fever higher and higher, until
vitality was consumed. So with the gar¬
dener. plants are frequently stimulated to

cfeath, for want of proper eooling food..
Our garden soils can scarcely be too rich,
but it must be a richness retentive of mois¬

ture, and ndt as would be the case if the
stable manure was applied in the spring
.be a richness which burned everything
in contact with it. Go then for your
wagons and your wheelbarrows, load
tkftm up and cover yonr gardens quick¬
ly ; plough them up, turn tho manure

under, and when the early teed time
comes you need not fear but a harvest
will follow..Southern Recorder.

From Thto Child's Paper.
THE BIRDS.THE lllltDS.

Now "the time of the singing of bird^
BascomeWelcome to tlie birds. Thci r

glad notes are beginning to be heard in the

garden and among the forests. Birds not

only dress beautifully and Bing sweetly,
as if they were only made to adorn the
trees and please oar taste, they axe of we
also* They as well as ourselves have a

Work to do. They help to take care of
the grain in the field and the fruit ou the
trees.
A few years ago, the blaakbirds in

North Indiana were looked upon as great
thieves; the farmers complained that they
took of the oats and corn a great deal
more than was their share. The farmer
sowed, and they reaped. He scolded a»<1
they twittered. No amount of shot seem¬
ed to thin them out. A few years later,
the fields were desolated, and the crop,
well-nigh eat up by a great army of wound
Nothing could stop them, and (be poor far*
mor seemod to be only a worm among
worms. What could bo done? Who
would help him save his crops? Who
but his best Jriends, the blackbirds ? They
came to his aid, and soon made torrible
havoc among the worms, insomuch ihat
something was left to ihe harvest.

So, farther south, the rice-birds were

thought to be entirely too busy in some ot

the plantations in Carolina. The plunteis
declared war,and were determined to drive
thorn out of tho country. Thia they pret¬
ty nearly succeeded in doing, when u

greater enemy came. Worms, woun«,
worms swarmed in every direction, eating
every young shoot that peeped from tko
earth. The b'fds were invited back, and

nobody so glad to welcome them as the
planters. Rice cannot be cultivated with*
out their help.
How thankful should wo be that God

has given us the drar birds lo be our fel-
low-laboicis; and the laborer is surely
worthy of hi* hire. Why grudge liirn liia
payl Why cheat him of his spring ami
summer work? Soon wo elmll see ihem
very busy. Many liatn* ijln-sily hcgmi.

"The sparrow builds 1i«r clover ne*i,
Of wool, and hay, nnd mom j

If'Art taught her how to wca»M it bust,
And Jay tlis twigi acrosi?"

S<» that in their work as well as their notes,
they point usMo our "Father, who is in

j Heaven."


